STAAR English II Persuasive Essay Tips

Dissection of command statement:

You DO NOT have to pay attention to the quote in the box NOR the “think about” statement/question.

Write an essay stating your position on whether it is better to POSITION OPTION #1 or POSITION OPTION #2.
The command statement could also look like this: Write an essay stating your position on whether it is better to live in a large city. (The “or not” after “whether” is implied. So your thesis could either say that IT IS BETTER or that IT IS NOT BETTER because...)

Your thesis will basically look like: WRITE YOUR THESIS USING THESE SENTENCE STEMS
Position #1 is better than Position #2 because REASON #1 and REASON #2.
OR Position #2 is better than Position #1 because REASON #1 and REASON #2.


Body Paragraphs: WRITE YOUR BODY PARAGRAPHS USING THESE SENTENCE STEMS
The beginning of your first body paragraph could look like…

POSITION #1 would be far more beneficial to (our society/individuals/the economy/more people) than POSITION #2 because REASON #1. (Then follow up with A, B, or C to illustrate reason #1 with a SPECIFIC example.)
A. For example, INSERT ANECDOTE HERE FROM YOUR OWN LIFE THAT ILLUSTRATES REASON #1.
B. For example, in the book/movie INSERT TITLE HERE, INSERT SIGNIFICANT MOMENT THAT ILLUSTRATES REASON #1.
C. For example, INSERT MOMENT FROM HISTORY THAT ILLUSTRATES REASON #1.

The beginning of your second body paragraph could look like (A CONCESSION!)…
While POSITION #2 may have the benefits of INSERT BENEFIT HERE, POSITION #1 is still the better choice because REASON #2. (Then follow up with a different example like A, B, or C to show why POSITION #1 is still the better option. Your example for reason #2 needs to be SPECIFIC.)

Your CONCLUSION could begin like this…
Ultimately, POSITION #1 is better than POSITION #2 because INSERT BIG PICTURE STATEMENT HERE.

