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Julius Caesar Act II Questions
Scene 1
1. What is the effect of comparing Caesar to an adder (a venomous snake like a viper)?
2. Why is Brutus worried about Caesar taking power?
3.
What does Brutus mean when he says,

“Th’ abuse of greatness is when it disjoins
Remorse from power”?
4.
Paraphrase the following speech by Brutus:

“But ‘tis a common proof 

That lowliness is young ambition’s ladder, 
Whereto the climber-upward turns his face; 
But, when he once attains the upmost round, 
He then unto the ladder turns his back,

Looks in the clouds, scorning the base degrees

By which he did ascend.”
5.
Explain the comparison Brutus makes of Caesar to a serpent’s egg.
6.
Why does Brutus ask Lucius if it is the Ides of March?
7.
What does Brutus promise to Rome?
8.
What does Cassius do to flatter Brutus?
9.
While Brutus and Cassius talk privately, Decius, Casca, and Cinna carry on a conversation. What do they talk about, and what is the function of their conversation?
10.  Why doesn’t Brutus want to swear an oath among the conspirators?
11.  Read Brutus’ speech carefully, break it into sections that make sense to you, and identify the main point for each section of the speech (lines 114-140).
12.  Why does Cassius suggest killing Mark Antony as well?
13.  Brutus dismisses Cassius’ worries about Marc Antony. What three things does Antony care about, according to Brutus?
14.  What has Brutus done that worries his wife?
15.  How would you characterize Brutus and Portia’s marriage based on this scene?
Scene 2
16.  Calpurnia has dreamed that Caesar is killed and tries to warn him. What is his reaction?
17.  Make a list of the strange things that Calpurnia describes.
18.  Why does Caesar disregard the advice of the priests?
19.  Why does Caesar refer to himself as a lion?
20.  What is Calpurnia’s dream, and how does Decius interpret that dream?
21.  What argument does Decius use to get Caesar to the Capitol?
Scene 3
22.  Why does Artemidorous write the letter to Caesar instead of talking to him?
Scene 4
23.  What is Portia feeling as the scene begins?
24.  Why does Portia criticize herself by saying, “Ay me, how weak a thing / The heart of a woman is!”
25.  What is the function of this scene?

