
Are No Stories New?



Comparing Informational Text to Fiction



During the reading of “The Plot 
Thins, or Are No Stories New?”
 Annotate:

Use a star for 
significant 

information, 
devices, and 

strategies you 
notice.

Use an exclamation
point to indicate 

what you feel 
strongly about in 

the article.

Use a question mark 
next for parts that 
are confusing or 

next to any 
information that 

you’d like to explore 
further.



In your writer’s notebook…

 Pick ONE of the following of Booker’s 
plot structures to explore:

 Overcoming the Monster
 Rags to Riches
 The Quest
 Voyage and Return
 Rebirth



In your writer’s notebook…

 Once you’ve chosen, brainstorm THREE 
different stories that fit your chosen plot 
structure.

 Here’s one example:

 RAGS TO RICHES =
 CINDERELLA

 Not done yet!



After you’ve chosen your plot 
structure and your example stories…

 RAGS TO RICHES
 “Cinderella,” 

“Ashputtle” or “Yeh-
Shen”

 In your writer’s notebook, explain 
HOW that story adheres to the basic 
plot structure. For example:

 “Ashputtle” follows the basic structure 
of “Rags to Riches” because the 
main character is a young girl who 
begins as a lowly servant. Through 
various trials and challenges, she 
ends up marrying a wealthy prince 
and leaves her life of squalor behind.

 Squalor = a state of being extremely 
dirty and unpleasant, especially as a 
result of poverty or neglect

 BE PREPARED TO SHARE!



Exploding Atom! (BEFORE)

 Example prompt: “Booker’s theory of the 
seven basic plots contradicts Joseph 
Campbell’s Hero’s Cycle.”



Exploding Atom! (AFTER)

 Example prompt: “Booker’s theory of the 
seven basic plots contradicts Joseph 
Campbell’s Hero’s Cycle.”



Now let’s apply this to STAAR 
Writing:
 In your writer’s notebook, copy down the 

following topic statement:

 Heroes are people who are self-sacrificing.

 Now, in your notebook:
 Write a well-developed body paragraph using a 

specific example of a hero who sacrifices him or 
herself for others.



Now let’s apply this to STAAR 
Writing:
 In your writer’s notebook, copy down the 

following topic sentence:

 Since heroes are willing to sacrifice, they 
always choose to do the right thing, regardless 
of consequence.

 Now, in your notebook:
 Write a well-developed body paragraph using a 

specific example of a hero who does the right thing 
in the face of adversity.



Exit Ticket

 On a notecard, write what the THESIS 
STATEMENT for this essay would be.

 Refer back to the topic sentences to 
help you.

 The THESIS is the roadmap to your 
paper– it must address what you cover 
in the body paragraphs.


